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Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

1

U.S. Standard Certificates of Live Birth
(Teacher’s Annotated Version)

Remind students that a case definition is a way to describe who has a health-related state
by identifying what happened, where it happened and when it happened.

In this case the students are interested in teenage births that occurred to residents of
Springfield, Massachusetts, during 2001.

Ask students if this child was born in 2001. (This child was born in 2001.)

Ask students if the mother was a teenager (15 –19 years old) when she gave birth. (Ask
students to subtract the year of the mother’s birth [1984] from the year of the child’s birth
[2001].  This mother was 17 years old when she gave birth. This mother was a teenager
when she gave birth to this child.)

Ask students if this was a Springfield, Massachusetts, birth. (It is the location of the mother’s
residence, not the location of the hospital, that determines where the child was born. Even
though this mother gave birth in a hospital in Holyoke, Massachusetts, this would still be a
Springfield, Massachusetts, birth.)

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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2

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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3

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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4

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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5

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts teenager during 2001.

Answer: No.  Although the child was born in 2001 and the mother was a resident of
Springfield, Massachusetts, the mother was 20 years old.
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6

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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7

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts teenager during 2001?

8

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No. Although the child was born in 2001, the mother was 12 years old, and
she was a resident of Palmer, Massachusetts.
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9

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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10

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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11

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes, but this may cause some confusion.  When students subtract the year
of the mother’s birth (1981) from the year of the child’s birth (2001), they will find 20
years’ difference.  However, the mother was born in October 1981 and her child was
born in September 2001, making her 19 years old when her child was born.
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12

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No.  Although the child was born in 2001 and the mother was 17 years old,
the mother was a resident of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, not Springfield.
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13

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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14

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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15

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts teenager during 2001?

16

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No

Although the child was born in 2001 to a mother who was a resident of Springfield,
Massachusetts, this mother was 13 years old when her child was born. According to
the National Center for Health Statistics’ case definition, a live birth to a woman
between 15 and 19 years old, this would not be considered a birth to a teenage
mother.
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17

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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18

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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19

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No.  Although the child was born in 2001 to a mother who was a resident of
Springfield, Massachusetts, this mother was 13 years old when her child was born.
According to the National Center for Health Statistics’ case definition, a live birth to a
woman between 15 and 19 years old, this would not be considered a birth to a
teenage mother.
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Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts teenager during 2001?

20

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No. Although the child was born in 2001 and the mother was 17 years old, the
mother was a resident of Northampton, Massachusetts, not Springfield.
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21

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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22

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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23

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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24

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No.  Although the child was born in 2001 and the mother was 19 years old,
the mother was a resident of Great Barrington, Massachusetts.
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25

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No.  Although the child was born in 2001 and the mother was a resident of
Springfield, Massachusetts, the mother was 14 years old.
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26

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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27

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No.  Although the child was born in 2001 and the mother was a resident of
Springfield, Massachusetts, the mother was 20 years old.
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28

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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29

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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30

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes, but this may cause some confusion.  When students subtract the year
of the mother’s birth (1981) from the year of the child’s birth (2001), they will find 20
years’ difference.  However, the mother was born in June 1981, and her child was
born in January  2001, making her 19 years old when her child was born.
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31

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No.  Although the child was born in 2001 and the mother was a resident of
Springfield, Massachusetts, the mother was 13 years old.
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32

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No.  Although the child was born in 2001 and the mother was a resident of
Springfield, Massachusetts, the mother was 20 years old.
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33

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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34

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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35

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No.  Although the child was born in 2001 and the mother was 15 years old,
the mother was a resident of Hampden, Massachusetts.
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36

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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37

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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38

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No.  Although the child was born in 2001 and the mother was a resident of
Springfield, Massachusetts, the mother was 20 years old.
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39

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts teenager during 2001?

40

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No.  Although the child was born in 2001 and the mother was 18 years old
and the child was born in a hospital in Springfield, Massachusetts, the mother was a
resident of Palmer, Massachusetts.
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41

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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42

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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43

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No. Although the child was born in 2001 and the mother was a resident of
Springfield, Massachusetts, the mother was 14 years old.
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44

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No. Although the child was born in 2001 and the mother was 17 years old,
the mother was a resident of Great Barrington, Massachusetts.
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45

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No. Although the child was born in 2001 and the mother was a resident of
Springfield, Massachusetts, the mother was 14 years old.
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46

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No.  Although the child was born in 2001 and the mother was a resident of
Springfield, Massachusetts, the mother was 21 years old.
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47

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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48

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes
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Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

05 / 23 / 85

49

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: No. Although almost the entire pregnancy took place in 2001, the child was
born in 2002, during the first minute of 2002 to be exact.
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50

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes.  Although the almost the entire pregnancy took place in 2000, the child
was born in 2001, during the first minute of 2001 to be exact.
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51

Is this a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a
Springfield, Massachusetts, teenager during 2001?

Ask students if this is a Certificate of Live Birth for a baby born to a Springfield,
Massachusetts, teenager during 2001.

Answer: Yes.  Although the birth took place in Holyoke, Massachusetts, the child was
born in 2001, to a mother who was 17 years old and who was a resident of Springfield,
Massachusetts. Note that the father’s name is not given.


